UNITED STATES FACIMIC TLEEY

Serial 20403 | AIRCUANT SOUTH PACIYIC FORCE
i | 10 Moy 1943
“rroms The Commsnder Alroraft, South Pasifle Force. |
To 1 " The Commander South Pacifie Area snd South Pactfic Yorce.
SubJect!: Recommendndiona for swerda, casss of Eajor John ¥. Mitchell,

UeSoAe 2o Fuy Coptein Thomas G. Lzmphier, Jr., 70th Fighter Squedron,
Pirat lLieutensnt Heady ¥. HMolzes, 320th Fighter Sauedron, snd
Firat Lieutsnant Rex T. Barber, 329th Fighter Squadron.

BEnxloguret (4) C.0. HAG-12 secret 1tr. EV13/P1B.1JJf, deted April 19, 1043,
vith ComAlrSols Endorsement, secret serial 0010, dated April 21 1943.
(H) 0.0. MAG-12 seoret 1tr. XV13/P15-1/jfm, dated April 20, 1943,
with ComAirSols Endorssment dated Anril 22, 1943.
(G} C.0. MAG-12 secret Itr. KV12/P15-1/jfm, dated April 20 1543,
with ComAlr3Sole Endorsement dated April 22, 18¢3.
(D) C.0. HAG=12 sacret ltr. XV12/P18.1/ifm, dsted April 20, 1943, -
with ComAlrSels Fadorsenent dated April 22, 1943.

1. 3Becauge Eaclosures(d), (B}, (C) 2nd (D) contain recommendations for &wardias
for partielpation in the seme setion they are consolidsted.

2+« Forwarded.

3. The action report of this engngexent indicates that the sudject offlicers
wers porticipants in a (light conmsisting of sixteen (16} P.38 Alrplenes. The
Yorce vhich 11 intercepted conaisted of téo Dozbers and six weros. The novigee
tion, intercepiion and conduct of the attack were ousstanding.

"4, Under the circumstances and lacking definite information that the
Jopanese were atruck s blow vhich will sericusly affect thelr war effort sors
than the losg of the sirplanes destroyed, Commander ilrereft, South Pacifid Force
is of ths opinion that the Nuvy Caceses are a more apuropriats award tham the
medals of IHonor. sShould Lt appear at a loter dete that the Japanene war effort
received a serious set back as a raau.lt of this action, sward of the Hedals of
Honor are then racomsendad.
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